Armor Bearers

A Bible Study on 

The Importance Of Having Another Man To Lean On. 

 INTRODUCTION 

In 1 Samuel 14 we read the story of how Jonathan and his armor bearer take on a Philistine garrison. What we see is an illustration of what every man needs whether in battle or not. Pastors especially need armor bearers to support them in the tough battle of shepherding the church. 

 THE ROLE OF THE ARMOR BEARER

1. All military commanders in Biblical times needed help with their weaponry.

a. The definition of an armor bearer = “one who carry’s the armor”, the shield. 

b. The armor bearer fought right alongside of his commander to protect him. 

c. Every pastor, church leader needs an armor bearer.

d. Every man needs another to help with daily warfare. Pastor Stu Weber calls them “ranger buddies”. (Stu Weber, Tender Warrior)   

e. Most “wounded” men are the result of having no armor bearer while healthy men are those who are benefiting from that relationship. 

f. A men’s ministry should not only focus on discipleship but also connecting men as warriors for the battle they face for their souls. 

2. Good commanders needed confirmation on their decisions. (1 Sam. 14:1-6)

a. There is wisdom and safety in counsel. (Pr.11:14) 

b. No man can decide alone – even if He thinks He knows God’s will. (1 Sam.14: 6) 

3. The armor bearer was fully devoted to his commander.  (v.7) 

a. The armor bearer was linked to his commander’s heart. 

b. Every man needs someone to bolster his heart. Men have lost “heart” (John Eldridge, Wild at Heart).

c. Jonathan later becomes the “soul mate” of David. (1 Sam. 18:1)

d. When David flees (1 Sam. 21:10) he needed Jonathan but he isn't there to            

 help David against his own fears (v.12) and later his moral failure (2 Sam.11).

e. Jonathan abdicates his own future to serve David. He chose to become David’s    

Armor bearer. He gives David his own armor, robe, sword, bow, belt as an act of total submission (1 Sam. 18). An armor bearer will look to promote his brother beyond himself. 

4. The armor bearer followed his commander into battle, ready to kill and defend.  (1 Sam. 14:13)

a. Rather than have a woman kill him, Abimelech had his armor bearer do it.    

      (Judges. 9:54)

b. Saul asked his amour bearer to do the same. (1 S. 31:4,5)

c. David laments Jonathan’s death as his own brother. (2 Sam. 1:17-27- v.26) 

5. Being an armor bearer was good preparation for leadership. 

a. David himself became an armor bearer before he became king. (1 Sam. 16:21)        

b. Every man looking to become a leader must spend time in the "sonship" role.

c. The armor bearer may be tested to prove his devotion. Saul turned against David who had to flee but he did not sever his respect for “God’s Anointed”. (1 Sam.19: 10; 24:6)

FOR WHAT LEADER ARE YOU BEARING HIS ARMOR? WITH WHAT BROTHER ARE YOU LINKED IN YOUR SOUL? 

     1.   Find another man to whom you can be linked in prayer and study. 

2. Share together in each other’s battles, spiritually and physically.  

3. Ask your pastor if he would like both of you to be armor bearers for him. 

4. Meet with your pastor as often as he desires for prayer and support, especially before each Sunday worship. 
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