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Introduction

Building Men of God

Lesson Series for Men

Becoming a man of God, in many instances, requires the relationship of 2-3 men. It’s usually a relationship between a mentor and a protégé, or a least men in strong support and accountability with one another. In Bible times, this was the primary way wisdom, skill and godliness was passed from one generation to the next This is why the Bible lists many illustrations of mentoring and encouraging relationships between men.

These relationships are models for us. They teach us how men were connected together and became the “iron tools” sharpening each other, ultimately resulting in the character of God in each other’s lives. In our Men’s Ministry at New Hope we believe that this is our primary objective: “Equipping men to develop Christ-like character”. We know that this can only be done most effectively through the connecting of men together in vital relationships so that as “iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.” (Proverbs 27:17)

It is hoped that these lessons will be an informative and exciting series of studies into some of the great vital relationships of the Scriptures. As a result, it is our hope that every man who shares these studies, will himself, with his brothers, develop the true image of God in his life.
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“Picking a Protégé”
Introduction:
Moses was the greatest leader and deliverer for the nation of Israel. He was called to lead the people of Israel out of bondage in Egypt to a “Promise Land” set aside by God for them as an inheritance. This was an enormous task. Some believe that there were over 3 million people who left Egypt in ‘The Great Exodus”. Moses, under God’s Leadership, led them into the wilderness where they became truly God’s people.

God showed Moses that in order to be successful in this leadership task, he had to work through others. One of those in particular was a young man named Joshua. Their relationship is a powerful illustration of a mentor and a protégé, as well as an example of men sharing together in fulfilling God’s will for their lives and for His people.

What brings men together; especially as mentor and protégé? In this lesson we look for insights into the forming of a powerful team of men and the results of this relationship.

Scripture:
Exodus 17:8-16

1.
This is the first mention of Joshua in the Bible. He is at least 20 years old (Numbers 1:3) and Moses is at least 80 years old (Acts 7:23; 30). Does age make a difference in the relationship of a mentor and protégé? Can it be a benefit?

.
2.
What do you think drew Moses’ attention to Joshua, out of the 600, 000 possible men who were potential leaders and soldiers? (Num.2:32)

3.
Do you suppose that Joshua had a rank? (Num. 31:14)

4.
Moses sends the young man Joshua into battle. What determined Joshua’s success according to this story?

5.
Do you think Joshua learned anything in this experience and why?

6.
Moses is instructed to write a story of the victory and recount it for Joshua. How do you think this helped Joshua, the protégé?

7.
Moses put a lot of confidence into this young man. What do you think might have been the risks?

My Action Steps: What investment are you making in the life of another man?
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 “On The Job Training”

Introduction:
As Israel proceeded (out of Egypt) into the wilderness, God gathered them at Mt. Sinai. This became for Israel a very profound and significant experience. The leadership actually got to see God, but none of them got as close to God as Moses. At the side of Moses is the young man, Joshua. He has been picked as an assistant and allowed to witness this awesome experience first hand. This made for excellent on the job training.

Scripture:
Exodus 24:9-18; 32:15-20

1.
Moses was on an exciting learning curve in his own relationship with God. Do you think he showed any reticence about taking young Joshua with him while he, himself was learning first hand how to relate to God?

2.
What a privilege for Joshua to get to go with Moses! Have you ever had someone invite you to share a very special and private experience with them?

3.
What do you think these two men did for seven days in a cloud of glory waiting for God on the mountain?

4.
Can you imagine what Joshua was doing as Moses entered the fiery cloud?

5.
Later in Chapter 32 of Exodus the two descend down the mountain. What does Joshua hear?

6.
Joshua watches Moses become hot with anger. What impact do you think that had on Joshua?

My Action Steps: Are you willing to share your most life changing experiences with another man?
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“The Protégé Proves His Stuff”
Introduction:
The Israelites have come to the border of the Promise Land. Moses has been directed by God to send in 12 spies to check it out. One of these men is Joshua, and only he and another man have the boldness to believe God’s promise that they can take the land for themselves. The training and the confidence of Joshua is put to the test.

Scripture:
Numbers 13:1-14:10; 36-38

1.
In the relationship between Moses and Joshua, we see in this passage that Moses does a very interesting thing; he changes his name from Hoshea, meaning “salvation”, to Joshua, meaning “Yaweh”. What do you think is the significance?

2.
Twelve men survey the new land and see the same things. Why do you think Joshua forms a different opinion?

3.
How do men learn to face life with either faith or fear?
4.
When the Israelites became hysterical and began to revolt against Moses, what does Joshua do?

5.
Joshua, along with Caleb, showed tremendous courage and faith. Was it at Moses’ prompting?

6.
How was Joshua and Caleb awarded for their courage?

My Action Steps: What kind of influence can you have upon another man that might even save his life?
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 “Passing The Baton”

Introduction:
Forty years of wandering by the Israelites in the wilderness has now lapsed. The life of Moses, the great leader, is now coming to an end. It is the time to hand off his leadership to Joshua. Now we see the results of years of mentoring and the significance of the relationship between these two men.

Scripture Numbers 26:63-65; 27:12-23

1.
What made Joshua the most qualified candidate to take Moses’ place?

2.
Moses is not allowed to enter the Promise Land. Why?

3.
In choosing Joshua, what distinguishing trait does God identify in him to Moses?
4.
Where did Joshua learn to be a spiritual man?

5.
God instructs Moses to give Joshua some of His own authority. Do you think Moses was confident that Joshua could handle it?

6.
Joshua is commissioned to be Israel’s next leader. What will give him credibility, down the road, with these people?

My Action Steps: Who will you hand off your leadership to? Are you confident that man can carry on the task?

