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INTRODUCTION
BUILDING MEN OF GOD
Becoming a man of God, in many instances, requires the relationship of 2 to 3 men.   It is usually a relationship between a mentor and a protégé', or at least men in strong support and accountability with one another.  In Bible times, this was the primary way wisdom, skill and godliness was passed from one generation to the next.   This is why the Bible lists many illustrations of mentoring and encouraging relationships between men.

These relationships are models for us.  They teach us how men were connected together and became the "iron tools" sharpening each other, ultimately resulting in the character of God in each other's lives.  In our Men's Ministry at New Hope we believe that this is our primary objective;  "Equipping men to develop Christ-like Character".  We know that this can only be done most effectively through the connecting of men together in vital relationships so that as "iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend."  (Prov. 27:17)

It is hoped that these lessons will be an informative and exciting series of studies into some of the great vital relationships of the Scriptures.  As a result, it is our intent that every man who shares these studies, will himself with his brothers, learn not only the dynamics of vital relationships but develop the true image of God in his life.


PAUL & HIS TEAMS 
THE POWER OF ACCEPTANCE
Lesson 1

INTRODUCTION:  Paul was given the title of the thirteenth apostle or at least the most powerful leader in spreading the 

New Testament Church across the then known world.  He wrote the most of the New Testament and his life takes up most of the book of Acts.  He went from being the greatest tormentor of the church to its greatest promoter.  How did he become so powerful?  Did he act alone?  It is our goal, in this lesson and  the following lessons, to see the influence of Paul's relation-ships and how they had a transforming effect on his life and his ministry.  This first lesson deals with the initial step in developing a vital relationship, that is learning to accept another man.
SCRIPTURE:  Acts 9:1-30.

1.    How would you describe Paul (Saul) before his conversion?   (See also Acts 22: 1-5)

2.    His conversion was very dramatic.  Does everyone encounter Christ like this?

3.    What would you do if you were Ananias (Acts 9:11) ?  Would you be willing to accept Paul considering his 


reputation?

4.    Are there men you just have a hard time accepting?

5.    Paul in this passage continues to have trouble being accepted (see 
verse 26).  Have you ever felt rejected because 


of the past?

6.    What kind of a man is Barnabas?  He not only accepts Paul readily,  
but becomes his advocate.

7.    Paul is a dangerous man.  He is on fire.  Do you find it difficult to stick with someone like that?

(MY ACTION STEPS)   Is there a man I need to accept in my life?                   




EVERYONE NEEDS ENCOURAGEMENT

Lesson 2

INTRODUCTION:  The New Testament church rapidly spread as Paul grew in  faith and in confidence.   Barnabas became his special friend; the kind that brings real encouragement and support.  He accepts and understands.  No doubt this special friendship overlooked Paul's powerful zeal and eccentric nature.  Much could be said for the vital influence of Barnabas in Paul's life.  

SCRIPTURE:  Act 11:19-26

1.    How is Barnabas described in this passage?

2.   Would you like to have him as your friend?

3.    Barnabas goes after Paul.  Have you ever lost track of a friend and 
wanted to  'go after him'?  

4.    How are good friendships formed? 

5.    Do you think Barnabas and Paul always agreed?

6.
Paul and Barnabas spent a whole year teaching together.  Remember, this is before the New Testament was written.  


Do you suppose any debate  occurred over doctrine?

7.
Friends are men who can "engage together" and still remain friends 
even though there are differences. What do you 


think? 

(MY ACTION STEPS)  Who can I call a 'friend' that may even differ from me from time to time?  

UNITED IN PURPOSE

Lesson 3

INTRODUCTION:  It has been said that when friends are unified in a common task they become brothers.  Brotherhood is characterized as a team of men working together, growing in their interdependence and developing a strong covenant.  Paul and Barnabas became bonded on a deeper level than just friends.  Few men have brothers.  They would rather work alone.  In this passage we see the power of being united in purpose and the bond of brotherhood between Paul and Barnabas.

SCRIPTURE;  Acts 11: 27-30

1.    What was the unifying mission or the need of Paul and Barnabas.

2.    Have you ever shared in a common mission with another man?

3.    Working together takes special agreements among men.    Explain what you think they might be.

4.    What kind of a covenant agreement do you think Paul and Barnabas had between them?

5.    What right or permission would each man have had with one another?

6.    The church at Antioch saw something in Paul and Barnabas.  What 
do you think it was?

(MY ACTION STEPS)  Who  have I joined with in a common mission?

BUILDING A TRIAD

Lesson 4

INTRODUCTION:  Paul and Barnabas formed a great team.  They became partners bonded in a common mission, reaching out to the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  They returned from the trip to Jerusalem with a new friend, John Mark.  Now they are no longer two but three.  The popular term for this relationship is called a triad.  There are benefits and there are special abilities brought to a relationship with three men.  Let's look at the dynamics and the benefit to Paul and Barnabas.  

SCRIPTURE:  Acts 12:25-13:5

1.    What do we know about John Mark? (see Acts 12:12)

2.    Why do you suppose Paul and Barnabas recruited John Mark?

3.    Discuss the benefits of a triad relationship for men.

4.    How can a third man enter an already existing relationship?  What do you think needs to happen?

5.    According to Acts 13:5, how did John Mark fit in?

6.    What do you think Paul and Barnabas had in mind for the future with John Mark?    

(MY ACTION STEPS)  Is there a young man that can come along side me in my relationship for ministry?




FACING OPPOSITION TOGETHER

Lesson 5
INTRODUCTION:  Paul, Barnabas and John Mark continue the ministry into Asia Minor with the Gospel of Christ.  It is here we see the team face some of the first opposition that presents the challenge of either bonding them more deeply or potentially fragmenting their team.  As brothers face storms together, what can you expect as a result?  

SCRIPTURE:  Acts 13:13-52

1.    Paul and Barnabas faced a severe blow in this passage concerning John Mark.  What was it?  (see verse 13)

2.    How do you think this affected them?

3.    If a brother drops out of a relationship with you, what should you do?

4.   Not only did Paul and Barnabas lose a teammate, what else do you see happening in this passage to the two of 

them?

5.    What was their response?

6.    Explain what could have happened to their relationship?

7.    What value is there in opposition to brothers?

(MY ACTION STEPS):  Who have I stood with in a dark hour?


THE POWER OF BIBLICAL UNITY

Lesson 6

INTRODUCTION:  A great debate arose which became the first major challenge for the New Testament Church.  It brought the potential for great division.  Paul and Barnabas, brothers in mission, were involved in this dispute and challenge to the unity of the church.  What we see in this passage is the true depth and character of their brotherhood as they face this new test.  

SCRIPTURE:  Act 15: l-35

1.    Have you ever been involved in a church debate or, even worse, a split?

2.    What was the attitude of Paul and Barnabas?  (see verse 2)

3.    Was it important that Paul and Barnabas stuck together?

4.   Paul and Barnabas had the opportunity to share their experiences from their mission trips.  Have you ever had the                                      

opportunity to share the results of a ministry shared with another brother

5.    Explain in your own words, the image these two men portrayed as 
a team.  What do you think is the significance of 


their names always being mentioned together?

6.
Paul and Barnabas were sent back to Antioch with two more men.  How do you think these were drawn to Paul and 


Barnabas and why?

(MY ACTION STEPS) Who can I demonstrate Biblical unity to today?

THE BROKEN CORD

LESSON 7
INTRODUCTION:  The relationship of Paul and Barnabas now faces its most formidable obstacle.  The issue centers on John Mark, the young man they had recruited earlier to be added to their team.  In an earlier mission he had deserted them.  Now comes the question they must answer between the two of them.  This one issue seems to be destined to dissolve their relationship.

SCRIPTURE:  Acts 15: 36-39

1.    What was the central issue here?  (see verse 38)

2.    Was it natural for Barnabas to  be a bit more accepting of John Mark?  Why?

3.    Why was it easier for Paul to feel differently according to his own nature?

4.    Why do you think this, of all issues, seemed so contentious 
between them?

5.    What was the result?

6.    Even though men can disagree and even part, do you think God is able to overcome these divisions?

(MY ACTION STEPS)   Am I letting my call to ministry cease due to a hurt or broken relationship with another man?


A NEW TEAM

Lesson 8

INTRODUCTION:  Paul has severed his relationship with Barnabas but that did not stop him from seeking out other men.  He realized the value of locking arms with other men and sharing ministry together.  He chooses a new friend, Silas, to bond with and work with him.   We see the value of this new man in a new team of brothers around Paul.

SCRIPTURE:  Acts 15:40 - 16:5

1.    Why did Paul lose no time picking a new brother to share in his ministry?

2.    Why wouldn't Paul have just chosen to go on alone?

3.    Paul recruits a young disciple named Timothy.  What was his motive in this?

4.    Timothy would bring a new dimension to the relationship of Paul and Silas, what do you think that  was and why?

5.    What value is there in becoming vitally connected with men of different backgrounds, race or creed?

6.    Does the new triad waste any time in ministry?  What was the result?

(MY ACTION STEPS)   Who am I looking to multiply myself in ministry?



MOSES  & AARON 
CALLED TO BE A TEAM

LESSON 1
INTRODUCTION:    Moses by all accounts was one of the greatest and most successful leaders in the Bible.  If we look closer we see that surrounding every great leader are those men who have come along side to be their compliments and the teammates.  For Moses one of the closest supports and compliments was his brother Aaron.

Aaron was actually older than Moses, but they had been separated for nearly 40 years.  They were reunited at the close of Moses’ exile in the wilderness.  Their relationship illustrates the dynamics of true partnership in ministry.  Aaron has come to be known as the father of the Biblical priesthood.   Aaron was chosen and called, as was Moses, and together they are the models for us  in developing the character of Christ.

In this first lesson Moses has been exiled into the wilderness for some 40 years.  At the conclusion of that exile, he encounters God in a burning bush.  In that experience God called him to be a leader and a deliverer of God's people who were in bondage in Egypt.  Moses responds with all kinds of excuses.  God's answer to Moses was the compliment of his brother Aaron, who would become his closest partner in ministry.  As the brothers reunite we see God forming a powerful team for His purposes.  

SCRIPTURE:   Exodus 4: 10-30

1.
What were the excuses Moses gave to God's call on his 
life?  How did God answer him? (Exodus 4:10-17)    

2.
What kind of excuses do men make today that they cannot answer God's call on their lives?

3.
What was Aaron's weakness for which he needed Moses? (Exodus 32:25)

MY ACTION STEPS: Who needs me to help keep from 
falling?   Who will keep me accountable?

CHARACTER QUALITIES OF CHRIST

RESPONSIBILITY

Knowing and doing what God is expecting from me.

(Romans 14:12)
STANDING TOGETHER

Lesson 2
INTRODUCTION;  Moses and Aaron were called to deliver a message to Pharaoh  the king of Egypt, concerning the enslavement of the Israelites.  God warned them, however, that  Pharaoh  would be very hard hearted and to expect a tough encounter.  The challenge for these two was to stand firm together.  The Israelites were finally released from Pharaoh and Moses and Aaron lead the people out into the wilderness across the Red Sea.  The next real challenge to their mission was from their own people and the criticism they received.  This would become the  next test of their partnership. 

SCRIPTURE:  Exodus 16 & 17

1.
Why did the Israelites complain?  (Exodus 16: 1-3)

2.
Were Moses and Aaron unified in their position?   (Exodus 16:  6-7)

3.
How did God answer the complaining?  (Exodus 16: 12)

4.
In another instance the Israelites repeated their 
complaining and Moses feels persecuted.  In this instance, 

Aaron is not mentioned.  Do you feel this has something to do with Moses feelings?  (Exodus 17: 1-7)

5.
The Israelites came under enemy attack.  Moses has a battle plan.  What is it? (Exodus 17:9)

6.
How did Aaron stand beside and help Moses with the battle plan? 

7.
How do you think this made Moses feel? 

MY ACTION STEPS    Do I know a man who needs someone to stand with him and hold his arms in battle?

CHARACTER QUALITIES OF CHRIST

LOYALTY

Using difficult times to demonstrate my commitment to God and to those whom He has called me to serve. 

(John 15:13)
AARON'S  FALL

Lesson  3

INTRODUCTION:  Moses and Aaron brought the Israelites in their journey to the foot of MT Sinai in the wilderness.  This was a tremendous meeting with God in which God calls Moses to meet with him personally.  He gave him the laws or the Ten Commandments.  Aaron and others got to fellowship in this awesome experience, but then Moses is invited to an extended stay to receive even more commandments from God.  What we see following is an illustration of the importance of regular accountability between men.  

SCRIPTURE  Exodus 24 & 32

1.
What instruction did Moses give the elders in Exodus 24:14?  

2
Describe the scene in Exodus 24: 15 - 17.  To what can you compare it?

3.
How long did Moses stay with the Lord on the mountain? (Exodus 24:18)  (Who else comes to mind that spent 

this much time alone with God many years later?)

4.
Skip to Exodus 32.  What was the challenge for Aaron in verse 1?  

5.
How did Aaron respond?  ( Exodus 32:2)

6.
Why do you think Aaron so easily fell to this request?  

7.
How does Moses respond to Aaron?  (Exodus 32:21)

8.
What would be Aaron's role?  How would he compliment Moses?  (Exodus 7: 1-2)

9.
Was Aaron willing to unite and work with Moses?  
(Exodus 4:  27)

10.
Describe the scene as Moses shares with his brother what he has learned and seen from God?  (Exodus 4:28)

11.
When Moses and Aaron gather the people, what does Aaron do?  (Exodus 4: 30)

12.
Does God expect man to serve Him alone?

MY ACTION  STEPS  Who is helping me in my call  to serve God?

CHARACTER QUALITIES OF CHRIST

AVAILABILITY

Making my own schedule and priorities secondary to the wishes of those I am serving. 

(Philippians 2: 20-2l)
INTERCEDING  & LEADING

Lesson 4
INTRODUCTION:  The challenge of leading the Israelites thoroughly tested Moses and Aaron and their loyalty to each other.    At times they both made mistakes.  One thing they both learned was to intercede for each other and for God's people.  These two men came to understand the test of true servant leadership, as a foreshadow of Christ himself.   We close out our study with glimpses  of Moses and Aaron in the role as intercessors and the commitment to each other to fulfill God's plan.

1.  
Aaron's sin in allowing the Golden Calf to be produced 
should have cost him his life.  What averted his 

judgment from God?  (Deut. 9:20)

2.
What was Moses' and Aarons' reaction to the Israelites 
refusal to enter the Promised Land?  (Exodus 14: 1-5)

3.
When God was displeased or provoked by the Israelites 
rebellion and lack of faith, what did Moses and Aaron 
do?  (Numbers 16: 43-50)

4.
The people fall into complaining again.  Moses and Aaron go before God.  How does God respond?  
(Numbers 20: 1-6)

5.
At one point Moses and Aaron were pushed to the limit 
with complaining and criticism of the Israelites.  What 
did they do that prevented both of them from ever entering the Promised Land?    (Numbers 20: 7-12)

6.  
How far do you think God calls us to bear with our brothers? 

CHARACTER QUALITIES OF CHRIST

HUMILITY
Recognizing that God and others are actually responsible for the achievements in my life.

(James 4:6)

DAVID'S COUNSELORS 
CLOSE COMPANIONS

Lesson 1
INTRODUCTION:  Among the many stories in the pages of Old Testament history, is one concerning King David and his companionship with two special men.  These men are Ahithophel and Hushai , both trusted counselors.  Perhaps these three  men enjoyed what we know to be a triad of brotherhood together.  From the scriptures we can put together,  we see that this relationship  was  very powerful and significant, but a selfish mistake set off a series of  wounds and divisions among them.  This is a story of "what ifs" and speculation,  but none the less  a true study in maintaining and restoring vital relationships in men.  In this first lesson we introduce these men and their backgrounds and how they influenced one another.  

SCRIPTURE; Proverbs 11:14 & 20:18

1.    Look up 1 Chronicles 27: 33-34 and 2 Samuel 15: 37.   What was the value of Ahithophel and Hushai  to King David?

2.    Why does a man need counsel?

3.    Reread our main text Proverbs 11:14 & 20:18.   What kind of man gives trusted counsel? ( Also see Psalms 1:1)

4.    Read Psalms 55: 13-14.  This is believed to refer to Ahithophel.  Describe the nature of David’s relationship to this 

man.  Why did he prize his companionship? (See also 2 Samuel 16:23.)

5.   The Bible says counsel is like what?  (See Proverbs 20:5)  How was it compared to a drink of cold water?

6.   Who do you look to for counsel?  Why do you trust these men?

MY ACTION STEPS:  Who are my closest companions and counselors.   Have I affirmed them as my trusted counselors?

CHARACTER QUALITIES OF CHRIST

ATTENTIVENESS
Showing that we value someone by giving undivided attention to his words and emotions.

(Hebrews 2:1)

A TERRIBLE VIOLATION OF TRUST

Lesson 2

INTRODUCTION:  Even close companions are sometimes disregarded.  When that happens, a man is likely to give in to secret lusts and desires.  We see in our story how King David succumbed to a weakness in his own flesh and committed an act of adultery with a young woman named Bathsheba.  The consequences of this sin brought devastation to his kingdom.  One of the manifestations was the rebellion of his son Absalom.  A deeper consequence occurred in the broken relationship between David and his close friends Ahithophel and Hushai.  This lesson discusses how the sin of David effected, even destroyed,  a relationship with his best friends.

SCRIPTURE:  2 Samuel 11

1.
When other kings went out to war, where was David according

       to this passage?

2.
How did this contribute to David's fall to sin?

3.
The prophet Nathan brought a divine rebuke to King David.  What was the consequence of this sin according to the 


rebuke? (2 Samuel 12:10-12)

4.
This is where we go deeper in the story.  Following the death of the child conceived in Bathsheba by David, the next 

sign of consequence is the turmoil between David's other sons and the defection of his son Absalom.  (2 Samuel 13-15)  Absalom's rebellion grew into a full-blown conspiracy.  He even persuaded David's friend,  Ahithophel, to join him.  (2 Samuel 15:12) How do you think  Ahithophel could do that and break trust with his  long time friend David?

5.
Here is a widely accepted answer.  The Bible gives reference to Ahithophel as having a son named Eliam. (2 Samuel 23:34)  Strong evidence points to this man as being the father of Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:3).   This would make her the granddaughter of Ahithophel.  How does that explain his agreement to follow Absalom? 

6.
What should a man do who has wounded another brother? (Matt 5:23-25)

MY ACTION STEPS:  Is there someone with whom I have had a close relationship that I need to reconcile??

CHARACTER QUALITIES OF CHRIST

COMPASSION
Doing whatever is necessary to heal the hurts of others.

(1 John 3: 17)

THE ROAD NOT TAKEN

Lesson 3
INTRODUCTION:  From the previous lesson we saw the sordid consequences of King David's sin in his indiscretion with

Bathsheba.  We see that it brought a horrible spirit of rebellion and division into his kingdom, including his family and friendships.  Not only did Absalom, his son, rebel and fall into treachery and conspiracy, but David's close friend Ahithophel also becomes a traitor.  His other friend Hushai is also forced into dishonesty and conflict with Ahithophel.  In this lesson we see King David having to flee  his own throne and city to escape his son Absalom's conspiracy.  David's friend Ahithophel, now a traitor, shows his bitterness and gives advice to Absalom.  We see the result of bitterness and unforgiveness.

SCRIPTURE:  Psalms 55: 12-13  & Hebrews 12: 14-15

1.
How is it possible that a close friend can become an enemy?

2
King David feels the hurt and the wounding of losing his friend.  (Psalms 55:12-13)  What should he have done?


(Matt 5: 23:25)

3.
Absalom finds Ahithophel back in his hometown.  Why would he have left David?  (2 Samuel 15:12)

4.
If, in fact, Ahithophel is bitter over his friend David's indiscretion with his granddaughter, Bathsheba, (see lesson 2) and the death of his grandson in law Uriah, what should he have done? (see Matt 6:12; 18; 21-35; & Mark 11:25)

5.
Read 2 Samuel 15: 30-31.  What does David hope will happen with Ahithophel's counsel?

6.
David's other friend Hushai is now caught between Ahithophel and David.  What is he forced to do?  (2 Samuel 15:32 34)  If bitterness is left unchecked, what happens?   (Hebrews 12: 14-15)  Who loses the most?

MY ACTION STEPS:  Have I ever let a sin separate me from a long time friend?  What did I do?

CHARACTER QUALITIES OF CHRIST

FORGIVENESS

Clearing the record with those who have wronged you and allowing God to love them through you.

(Ephesians 4:32)

BROKEN BONDS AND LIVES

Lesson 4
INTRODUCTION:  What was once a close bond of companionship and counsel now becomes a bitter rivalry.  King David's sin led to a son's rebellion and the defection of his companion Ahithophel.  Along with David ultimately losing three sons, Ahithophel , his friend, also dies in a senseless way.  We conclude this series of lessons with a tragic look at the end of a valuable brotherhood and how it could have be prevented.

SCRIPTURE:   2 Samuel 16: 15-17:14

1.
 King David's other trusted companion Hushai appears to also be a traitor.  Why?  (2 Samuel 15: 32-34)

2.
How respected was Ahithophel as a counselor?  (2 Samuel 16: 23)

3.  
Being obviously a bitter man, what did Ahithophel personally propose to do?  (2 Samuel 17: 1-4)

4.
Absalom also asked David's other close friend, Hushai, for his advise.  Whose advice was ultimately accepted and why?  (2 Samuel 17: 5-14)

5.
When Ahithophel saw that his advice was shunned, what did
he do?  (2 Samuel 17:23)

6.
What would bring a man like Ahithophel to end his own life in such a senseless way?  

7.
What does this tragic story teach you about the necessity for unity and healing in a vital relationship?

MY ACTION STEPS:  In my vital relationships with other brothers, what do I need to do to make sure that they are 

strengthened and will continue?

CHARACTER QUALITIES OF CHRIST

RESPONSIBILITY

Knowing and doing what God and others are expecting from me.

(Romans 14:12)

JESUS & JOHN 
THE CALL

Lesson 1

INTRODUCTION:   Among the 12 men that Jesus chose as His disciples, John appears to have grown closer than any other.  He was a part of the "inner three" with his brother James and friend Peter.  They were allowed to experience a deeper relationship and exposure to Jesus life and divinity..  He is always mentioned in the first four of the list of disciples in the scriptures.  He is known as the disciple whom Jesus loved, having the distinction of actually leaning on the breast of Jesus in the Lord's Supper. He is the only one that we see standing at the cross watching his Savior die, and from most accounts, he was the last surviving apostle.  In this, and the following lessons, we want to study the relationship of Jesus to John.  We want to see the impact of John being so close to Jesus.  Hopefully, we will see the value and the effect of drawing close to Jesus and how it relates to us today as men learning to grow in relationship with one another.

1.   What kind of lifestyle and occupation did John have?  (Mark 1:19 & Matthew 4:21)

2.   John and his brother James were partners together with another very significant disciple of Jesus.  Who was that? 

 (Luke 5:10)

3.   What would make Peter, James and John forsake their business and follow Jesus? (Luke 5:11)  Would you have done 

  that?

4.   In Mark 3:17 we see Jesus taking a little inventory of the twelve men He has called.  He characterizes John and his 

brother James as what?  Look at Luke 9:49, 54 for an illustration of what Jesus meant by this title.

5.    What impact does following Jesus make on John's life.  Read 1 John 3: 10 - 15.  Does this sound like a "son of 

thunder"?

6.    John, according to most accounts, was the oldest surviving apostle.  Most scholars agree that he was the writer of the book Revelation, the last book of the Bible.  Read Revelation 1:1-9.  What does it tell you about a man whose life was given wholly to following Jesus?

7.   How would your life be changed if you could draw close to Jesus in a similar fashion as John?

RELATIONAL DIAMOND PRINCIPLE:

MOVING TO FIRST BASE-ACQUAINTANCES
Developing trust & confidences in each other.
ON THE MOUNTAIN

Lesson 2
INTRODUCTION:  Being in close relationship to Jesus has its rewards and blessings.  For John the Apostle it meant the privilege of experiencing some of the most amazing insights and wonders.  One such experience was when Jesus invited John and his brother James and Peter, to the top of a mountain together.  What these men saw greatly affected them forever.  

SCRIPTURE:  Luke 9:27-36

1.   What do you imagine John and the others were thinking that Jesus was leading them up the mountain to do?

2.   In the middle of their prayer time, what happened to Jesus?

3.   Who else appeared and what were these people talking about with Jesus?

4.    Describe the scene in verse 32.  Is this a sleep from exhaustion or a heaviness from God's glory?  What do you 

think?

5.   Can you describe your own feelings had you been there.

6.   In a parallel passage,  Mark 9: 9-10, it tells us that Jesus instructs the disciples not to tell about this experience.  What 

do you think was the reason?   Could you contain something like this had it been you?

7.   Why do you suppose John was selected as one to share in this experience and how do you suppose it  changed him?

8.   Have you had a mountain-top experience with Jesus?  If not, would you like to?

RELATIONAL DIAMOND PRINCIPLE

FIRST BASE- ACQUAINTANCES
Sharing in common experiences and journeys.
INTIMACY

Lesson 3
INTRODUCTION:  A very significant feature about the Gospel of John is that it contains more unique material about Jesus than the other Gospels of Matthew, Mark, or Luke.  We get the impression that John was always near Jesus and very closely observed His life.  John admits that he saw so much and had heard  so many things that he did not have time or space to write about all of them.  (John 20:30)  Being in close relationship with Jesus had a definite impact on John's life.  We have already seen how it changed John from a "man of thunder" to a man obsessed with God's love.  Let us look at other features of John's personality that changed through his intimacy with Jesus.  It may help us see the power of intimacy that men can develop between themselves and with Jesus.

1.   Read Mark 10:35-45.  What did John and his brother James want from Jesus?

2.   What was Jesus' response and the process He described for someone who wants to be great.      

3.   If people want to truly become intimate friends what should they expect do?  (Mark 10:45)

4.   Jesus asked only John and Peter to go and prepare a place for them to eat the Passover (Luke 22:8).  Does this show 

a level of trust with these men?

5.   During the Passover meal a surprising question came up.  We see a very interesting dynamic taking place among the 

disciples.  Why do the disciples turn to John for the answers and how does he refer to himself?  (John 13: 21-24)

6.   After the meal Jesus takes the disciples out to the Garden of Gethsemane  but he only asked Peter and John to go 

with Him deeper into the garden?  What do they see and experience with Jesus?  (Mark 14:32-42)

RELATIONAL DIAMOND PRINCIPLE

SECOND BASE-FRIENDSHIPS;
Committing myself to someone no matter what the obstacles or cost.
RESPONSIBILITY

Lesson 4

INTRODUCTION:    Real friendships between men can be a struggle, but with struggle comes reward.  Men must be willing to deepen their responsibility and commitment to each other.  As the friendship grows it leads to what we understand as true brotherhood.

The Apostle John grew to this level with Jesus. He had progressed from selfish ideals and motivations about being with Jesus to a place of selfless anonymity.  He sees and shares in Jesus deepest sorrows and that intimacy lead to a very special covenant between them.  Covenants are a sign of true brotherhood.  It means men are willing to take responsibility for each other.  Let us look at an illustration of this in the following scripture. 

SCRIPTURE:  John 19:25-27

1.   In this scripture text we see evidence that John was the only disciple found near the cross when Jesus was crucified.  

Why do you think this was so?

2.   Who was John standing with?

3.   Can you describe this scene?  What do you think Jesus is feeling when He sees his own Mother most likely in travail?

4.   What does Jesus say to His Mother and how does John refer to himself? 

5.   What is Jesus saying here?  Is this a significant obligation on His part?  What do you think?

6.   Who does He ask to continue the responsibility for the care of His Mother?  Why?

7.   Would you take responsibility for someone’s Mother if asked, or any other responsibility?  What about financial 

obligations?

RELATIONAL DIAMOND PRINCIPLE

THIRD BASE - BROTHERS

Brothers are willing to bear full covenant responsibility for each other’s needs.
A DIVINE COMMISSION

Lesson 5
INTRODUCTION:  The natural relationship between Jesus and John ended with the death of Jesus.  We see John , however, continuing to live out the influence of his fellowship with Jesus in significant ways.  He feels a special commission on his life to continue the work of his crucified friend and spiritual brother.   As brothers come to the place in their relationship that they share a common vision and goal, they approach what we call "home" on the relational diamond.  John now truly impacted by Jesus does not revert back to his old lifestyle but instead moves on to testify of Jesus through new relationships with others and therefore truly manifesting and imparting the character of Jesus.

1.   Read John 21: 20-25.  Where and when did this dialogue take place?

2.   What was Peter wanting to know and why was he concerned about John?

3.   What is John's only concern?  

4.   How is John convinced of these things?

5.  Read 1 John 1: 1-4.  What does John want to share and why?

6.   Why are relationships so important in this process?  (1John 1:5-7)  

7.   To what extent does John go to testify of his relationship with Jesus?  (Rev 1:9)

8.   Are you committed to sharing your testimony of Jesus through fellowship with other brothers, perhaps establishing 

new relationships?

RELATIONAL DIAMOND PRINCIPLE

HOME BASE--CHRIST LIKE CHARACTER

We manifest the character of Christ in carrying out His divine commission.
ELIJAH & ELISHA 
The very best verses of the OT make a strong prophetical statement.  It reads, "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.  and he will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse."  Mal.4:5,6.  What is the significance of the prophet Elijah having this role in these last days?  And how does this warning relate to men today?

This lesson series looks at the ministry of the prophet Elijah and his relationship with his protégé' Elisha.  It is noteworthy that Elijah was the only prophet to bestow a double blessing on his protégé'.  It is also recorded that he was very instrumental in seeing the hearts of Israel turn back to God (1 Kings 18:37).  From this we see that Elijah represents a pattern that God wants to have occur in these last days.  He wants to see men's hearts turn to the responsibility of raising up Godly sons and daughters.  To the degree that men follow the Biblical pattern in Elijah is the degree to which we will not see the "curse" but rather blessing come to our land.

We long to see renewal and blessing flow in our land.  But to do that, we need as man to become "spiritual fathers" by reproducing ourselves in children who carry a "double portion" of the Spirit in their lives.  As Elijah fulfilled that role in raising up Elisha, men need to follow the same example.  This series of lessons will show men that example and hopefully motivate 

GETTING THE SPIRIT OF ELIJAH
Lesson 1
INTRODUCTION:  We open our study finding Elijah in a contest with the idolatrous prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18:20).  The nation of Israel had fallen into deep spiritual decay.  It had forsaken the Lord and turned to idols.  Elijah stages a showdown- a test of which God is the one true God.  He was fearless as he stood before the people and made his challenge.  Yet there is another side of Elijah.  Although God "showed up" in response to Elijah's prayer the Lord also dealt with an issue in Elijah's life.

1.  Look at 1 Kings 18:37.  What is Elijah's prayer here?

2.  Compare the above Scripture to Malachi 4:6.  What is the relationship of these passages?

3.  When the wicked Queen Jezebel lashed out at Elijah for bringing death to the prophets of Baal, what did Elijah do?  

 (1 Kings 19:4)

4.  What was his prayer then?  ( 1 Kings 19:4)

5.  Why do you think he felt so lonely?  Would you?

6.  Read 1 Kings 19:5-14.  Summarize in a statement how God responded to Elijah.

7.  Why is a man only as strong as his progeny?  (Deut 21:17; 2 Chron 21:3)


BRING FRUITFUL

Lesson 2
INTRODUCTION:  God called Adam to be fruitful and fill the earth,.  But more than physical reproduction God calls men to reproduce themselves spiritually.  He desires that men fill the earth with spiritual sons and daughters.  In this lesson we see how God calls on Elijah to multiply himself or spiritually "father" a new generation after him.

1.  What does God command Adam to do?  (Gen 1:28)

2.  What was Paul's desire? (1 Cor 4:15; Gal 4:19)

3.  Read 1 King 19:16:21.  What does God instruct Elijah to do?

4.  How specific was God in who Elijah was to anoint? (19:16)

5.  Do you think God has someone specific He wants you to call to follow you?

6.  How does Elijah confirm that this is God's man? (19:20,21)

7.  What man is waiting for you to call him from being a "plowboy" to a might man of God;  maybe the next Elijah?

MAKING TRUE SONS

Lesson 3
INTRODUCTION:  Developing true disciples or "spiritual sons" is not always easy.  Sometimes it takes some testing.  In 1 Kings 19:19 Elijah finds Elisha and puts his mantle on him.  This act was the sign that Elisha was to be the successor to Elijah.  But that was just the beginning.  Elisha now must pass the test or qualify as the true son.  This lesson looks at how Elijah tested Elisha to see how committed he was to truly become Elijah's spiritual progeny.

1.  What does Elisha do to prove that he will follow Elijah?   ( 1 Kings 19:21)

2.  Read 2 Kings 2:1-6.  How else does Elijah test Elisha to see if he will  follow him?

3.  What are some ways you could test a disciple of yours?

4.  What does Elisha say every time Elijah tries to dissuade him from following him? (2:2,4,6)

5.  What kind of time or relationship will produce a "spiritual son"?

6.  In 2 Kings 2:9-10 what does Elisha ask of Elijah?  How does this show Elisha's motivation?

7.  Do you have a spiritual son who you know is ready to take your place if necessary?

LEAVING A LEGACY

Lesson 4

INTRODUCTION:  We come to the final chapter in the life of Elijah.  But this is not the end of his influence.  What he leaves behind will become more powerful and effective than he ever was himself.  Even though Elijah had no natural children, he truly "fathered" a spiritual son in Elisha.  This son would carry on the spirit of his father in greater works with a "double portion" of power.  Every man needs a spiritual father.  Without the blessing of a father in Christ men miss their effectiveness and even fail in the role that God intends them to have.  Not only do men need a strong spiritual inheritance but they need to leave one.  In this final lesson we will look at the impact of Elijah in producing a spiritual son in Elisha.

1.  What does Elisha call Elijah when he sees the chariot sweep Elijah up into the air?  (2 Kings 2:12)

2.  What does Elisha do to confirm his spiritual inheritance?   (2:13,14)

3.  Does Elisha begin to minister with his own clothes or Elijah’s'? (2:12) 

4.  When the other prophets saw Elisha what did they say about him?  (2:15)

5.  Why is it important to have a spiritual father?  (1 Cor 4:15)  Do you have one?

6.  Can God count on you to multiply "sons" in Christ?

PAUL & TIMOTHY 
INTRODUCTION:   Jesus said to, “go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” (Mt. 28:19) That was his last great command to His own disciples and is the major goal of the church today. The practice of making disciples not only fulfills Jesus’ commission, but is also one of the most rewarding experiences a man can have.

However, the process of making disciples is not always an easy one. There are some important principles to understand. The best way to learn to disciple someone, is to be a disciple yourself. Another way is to watch another person disciple someone or study those who were the great disciplers in the Bible or history.

Paul is perhaps the next greatest disciple maker subsequent to Jesus. As the powerful missionary for Jesus he brought many people to Christ and in turn made them into disciplers like himself.

This series of lessons will look at once at one of the more prominent disciples of Paul. The young man Timothy became one of the closest companions in ministry to Paul.  As we study the vital relationship between the two we will see how Paul discipled Timothy and mentored him into becoming a faithful and trusted minister of the Gospel.
THE CALL

Lesson 1

INTRODUCTION: Some think the relationship between Paul and Timothy, began during Paul’s visit to the city of Lystra in Asia Minor on Paul’s first missionary journey (Acts 14:6-23). Timothy may well have become a Christian during that visit along with his mother and grandmother. However, it was not until Paul’s second visit to Lystra that he invited Timothy to become a part of his ministry as a disciple and protégé`. This lesson will look at the beginning of their relationship as teacher and disciple.

We can learn how to begin a discipleship relationship ourselves as we study the connection between these Bible characters.

STUDY

1. Read Acts 16:1-3. What does this say about Timothy?

2. From 2 Timothy 3:14-15 what was the spiritual characteristic Paul saw in Timothy? 

3. What clue in this passage may tell how he came to faith in Christ?

4. How do you know when someone wants to be discipled? 

5. In Acts 16:3 what does Timothy agree to do to become a disciple of Paul? 

6. Could you agree to those drastic conditions?

7. In 2 Timothy 3:10,11 what are some other things a true disciple must be willing to do?

APPLICATION

Who has been the example or spiritual mentor for you in becoming more like Jesus?

ON THE JOB TRAINING

Lesson 2

INTRODUCTION: The best form of training in a profession comes from actually doing the work under the supervision of a mentor or coach. Timothy began his on-the-job training almost immediately under Paul on the latter’s second missionary journey. It was during this time that Timothy began to prove his character and devotion to Paul and to the Lord. In this lesson we will see some of the ways Paul gave Timothy opportunities to prove himself and to develop his gifts and skills. 

STUDY

1. Read Acts 16:1-4. What does Timothy begin to do with Paul?

2. In Acts 17:1-14 what does Timothy experience as a part of the evangelistic team?

3. In what kind of conditions does Paul leave Timothy in Berea (Acts 17: 13-14)?

4.
Paul also sent Timothy to other places such as Thessalonica (1 Thess. 3: 1-7) and Corinth (1 Cor. 4:17; 16:10; 2 Cor. 1:19) What kind of confidence did Paul have in Timothy?

5.
How long do you give a student or a disciple before you let them do the work? 

6.
Look at several opening salutations of NT epistles such as 1 Corinthians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. What was Paul letting Timothy share here? 

7.
Is it important to give a disciple praise? Look at how Paul praises Timothy in Philippians 2:20-22. 

APPLICATION

How are you training another man to do what you do?

ON YOUR OWN

Lesson 3
INTRODUCTION: At some point, Paul releases Timothy to do the work of church ministry on his own. The new churches Paul and his team had planted were always in need of strong leadership. Such was the case for the church at Ephesus. Paul leaves Timothy in charge there for as much two years. However, he did not stop the discipleship and mentoring process during their separation. Paul writes Timothy two letters to encourage him with the work. He knew his young protégé` would need his continued support to hang in there when he felt the pressures all alone. This is a good illustration for men on how to provide on-going support for those we are helping to mature in the faith. 

STUDY

1.
From Paul's first letter to Timothy, what did he want Timothy to do foremost in Ephesus (1 Tim. 1: 3)?

2.
Look at 1 Timothy 1:18. On what basis did Paul encourage Timothy?

3.
What might have been those "prophecies" given about Timothy? (also see 4:14)

4.
Why is it important to help a disciple understand their spiritual gifting?

5.
From the subject matter and the general tone of this first letter what kind of authority had Paul vested in Timothy? (see again 1:18-20) 

6.
Read 4:6-16. What are some of the most important disciplines a young protégé` needs to practice? 

7.
 As Paul closes his first letter what is Paul asking Timothy to "guard"? (see 6:20-21)

APPLICATION

Who is depending on you for their on-going support and confidence as a Christian brother?
ACCOUNTABILITY & AFFECTION

Lesson 4

INTRODUCTION: As two men work together in a mentoring relationship a deep bond is formed. Paul and Timothy had shared several years as not only mentor and protégé` but as close brothers in the ministry. We see the close affection they share in Paul's second letter to Timothy as the latter worked establishing the church at Ephesus. 

Nonetheless, it is not only the affection for one another that motivates Paul's letters, there is still the need to hold one another accountable. Along with the endearing words, Paul exhorts Timothy to maintain his devotion and perseverance. It is vital that as men we come to the place that we can hold each other accountable through deep love for each other. Lets see how Paul encourages Timothy to remain true to his calling.

STUDY

1. 
What does Paul call Timothy in 2 Timothy 1:2?

2.
 How does Paul continue to think of Timothy (2 Tim. 1:3-5)?

3. 
What does Paul expect that Timothy will continue to share with him as a protégé' and brother in Christ ( 2 Tim. 1:8)?

4.
In what areas do we need to hold each other accountable as men?  Look at some examples from this second letter to Timothy (1:13,14;2:3-4,15,16,22-24; 4:1-5).

5.
 Is it important to model these disciplines for each other? What does Paul say (2 Tim.1:13; 3:10)?

6. 
As Paul closes out this serious letter of exhortation what does he desire to see happen between he and Timothy 


(2 Tim. 4:9, 21)? Why do think this is important?

APPLICATION

Who is holding you accountable to be the finest man of God possible?

THE CRITICAL LINK

Lesson 5

INTRODUCTION: The relationship of Paul and Timothy is a great example of mentoring and discipleship. However, it is not in just how well these men bonded that makes this example so great. There is a more critical factor that gives evidence of a successful mentoring relationship. That factor is in how effective the protégé' is in reproducing what he has learned in someone new.

We close this series of lessons on Paul and Timothy by looking at how Paul encourages Timothy to reproduce what he has learned in other men. Our records are vague as to just who may have become Timothy's protégé.' though judging from Paul's confidence in him it is safe to say he was fulfilling this critical link in the discipleship cycle. No doubt, the elders and deacons in the church of Ephesus were the product of Timothy's mentoring efforts.

STUDY

1. What is the important command in 2 Timothy 2:2?

2. What good would the mentoring relationship have been between Paul and Timothy if this command were not 


completed?

3. What was the final command from Jesus in this regard ( Mt. 28:19)?

4. Why is this so critical to the future of the Christian church?

5. Who is responsible for producing the next generation of Christian leaders? Look at the critical command from Paul in 1 


Timothy 4:6. 

6. How careful or discerning should we be in raising up new protégé's (1 Tim.5:22)?

8. What is the important criteria for selecting someone in which to reproduce yourself (2 Tim.2:2)?

APPLICATION

Who will carry on or replace you in your ministry?

MOSES & JOSHUA  
INTRODUCTION:   Jesus said to, “go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” (Mt. 28:19) That was his last great command to His own disciples and is the major goal of the church today. The practice of making disciples not only fulfills
PICKING A PROTÉGÉ
Lesson 1
INTRODUCTION:  Moses was the greatest leader and deliverer for the nation of Israel. He was called to lead the people of Israel out of bondage in Egypt to a “Promise Land” set aside by God for them as an inheritance. This was an enormous task. Some believe that there were over 3 million people who left Egypt in ‘The Great Exodus”. Moses, under God’s Leadership, led them into the wilderness where they became truly God’s people.

God showed Moses that in order to be successful in this leadership task, he had to work through others. One of those in particular was a young man named Joshua. Their relationship is a powerful illustration of a mentor and a protégé, as well as an example of men sharing together in fulfilling God’s will for their lives and for His people.

What brings men together especially as mentor and protégé? In this lesson we look for insights into the forming of a powerful team of men and the results of this relationship.

Scripture:
Exodus 17:8-16

1.
This is the first mention of Joshua in the Bible. He is at least 20 years old (Numbers 1:3) and Moses is at least 80 years old (Acts 7:23; 30). Does age make a difference in the relationship of a mentor and protégé? Can it be a benefit?

2.
What do you think drew Moses’ attention to Joshua, out of the 600, 000 possible men who were potential leaders and soldiers? (Num.2: 32)

3.
Do you suppose that Joshua had a rank? (Num. 31:14)

4.
Moses sends the young man Joshua into battle. What determined Joshua’s success according to this story?

5.
Do you think Joshua learned anything in this experience and why?

6.
Moses is instructed to write a story of the victory and recount it for Joshua. How do you think this helped Joshua, the protégé?

7.
Moses put a lot of confidence into this young man. What do you think might have been the risks?

My Action Steps: What investment are you making in the life of another man?
ON THE JOB TRAINING
Lesson 2
INTRODUCTION:  As Israel proceeded (out of Egypt) into the wilderness, God gathered them at Mt. Sinai. This became for Israel a very profound and significant experience. The leadership actually got to see God, but none of them got as close to God as Moses. At the side of Moses is the young man, Joshua. He has been picked as an assistant and allowed to witness this awesome experience first hand. This made for excellent on the job training.

Scripture:
Exodus 24:9-18; 32:15-20

1.
Moses was on an exciting learning curve in his own relationship with God. Do you think he showed any reticence about taking young Joshua with him while himself learning first hand how to relate to God?

2.
What a privilege for Joshua to get to go with Moses! Have you ever had someone invite you to share a very special and private experience with him or her?

3.
What do you think these two men did for seven days in a cloud of glory waiting for God on the mountain?

4.
Can you imagine what Joshua was doing as Moses entered the fiery cloud?

5.
Later in Chapter 32 of Exodus the two descend down the mountain. What does Joshua hear?

6.
Joshua watches Moses become hot with anger. What impact do you think that had on Joshua?

My Action Steps: Are you willing to share your most life changing experiences with another man?

THE PROTÉGÉ PROVES HIS STUFF

Lesson 3
Introduction:
The Israelites have come to the border of the Promise Land. Moses has been directed by God to send in 12 spies to check it out. One of these men is Joshua, and only he and another man have the boldness to believe God’s promise that they can take the land for themselves. The training and the confidence of Joshua are put to the test.

Scripture:
Numbers l3: 1-14:1O; 36-38

1.
In the relationship between Moses and Joshua, we see in this passage that Moses does a very interesting thing; he changes his name from Hoshea, meaning “salvation”, to Joshua, meaning “Yaweh”. What do you think is the significance?

2.
Twelve men survey the new land and see the same things. Why do you think Joshua forms a different opinion?

3.
How do men learn to face life with either faith or fear?

4.
When the Israelites became hysterical and began to revolt against Moses, what does Joshua do?

5.
Joshua, along with Caleb, showed tremendous courage and faith. Was it at Moses’ prompting?

6.
How were Joshua and Caleb awarded for their courage?

My Action Steps: What kind of influence can you have upon another man that might even save his life?

PASSING THE BATON
Lesson 4
Introduction:
Forty years of wandering by the Israelites in the wilderness has now lapsed. The life of Moses, the great leader, is now coming to an end. It is the time to hand off his leadership to Joshua. Now we see the results of years of mentoring and the significance of the relationship between these two men.

Scripture Numbers 26:63-65; 27:12-23

1.
What made Joshua the most qualified candidate to take Moses’ place?

2.
Moses is not allowed to enter the Promise Land. Why?

3.
In choosing Joshua, what distinguishing trait does God identify in him to Moses?

4.
Where did Joshua learn to be a spiritual man?

5.
God instructs Moses to give Joshua some of His own authority. Do you think Moses was confident that Joshua could handle it?

6.
Joshua is commissioned to be Israel’s next leader. What will give him credibility, down the road, with these people?

My Action Steps: Who will you hand off your leadership to? Are you confident that man can carry on the task?

JONATHAN & DAVID  
INTRODUCTION:   Every man needs a brother to accept, encourage and exhort him.  In God’s Word we find several such examples of men who became brothers including how their relationship benefited one another.  In this lesson series we are looking at the man Jonathan, the son of King Saul.  Jonathan was a courageous soldier for the nation of Israel, but his real impact on Biblical history was his relationship with David.
WHO WAS THIS MAN JONATHAN?
Lesson 1
1.
Look at 1 Samuel 14:49.  List all that this verse suggests about Jonathan’s position and potential in life. 

(Deut. 21:15-17)

2.
What sort of man was he?  Look up the following scriptures and discuss the character traits demonstrated through his life.

a. 1 Sam. 13:2-3.  Would you want him to be your commanding officer?

b. 1 Sam. 14:1.  The Philistine contingent was no less than 50,000 men!!

c. 1 Sam. 14:6.  What does this say about his belief in God?

d. 1 Sam. 14:7.  Could he influence others?

e. 1 Sam. 14:12-14.  Where did he get this power?

f. 1 Sam. 14:24-43.  Does he hide anything in his life?

g. 1 Sam. 14:45.  Does he have respect from others?

4. Would Jonathan be the kind of man you would like to become friends with?  Could he become a brother?

THE FRIENDSHIP COVENANT
Lesson 2
Introduction:
In Lesson 1 of this series we saw the character of this biblical hero.  He was the stuff good brothers are made of.  In this lesson we will look at the beginning of his relationship with David, the next king of Israel.  What was the basis of this covental friendship between two men who by all rights should have been jealous competitors rather than devoted brothers?

1.
Jonathan should have been next in line for his father’s throne, but was disqualified instead.  Why? 

(1 Samuel 13:11-14)

2.
What would the natural reaction to this news have been for someone in Jonathan’s position?

3.
From the scripture, does it appear he was affected by the loss of the throne? (1 Sam. 14:1-23)

4.
David enters the picture as the successful conqueror over Goliath (1 Sam. 16-17).  What was Jonathan’s reaction to David? (I Sam. 18:1)

5.
Do you think Jonathan knew about David being chosen as the next king?

6.
Jonathan made a covenant with David.  Why and what do you think that involved? (1 Sam. 18:3; Genesis 31:44-55)

7.
Look at 1 Samuel 18:4.  Is this not a great act of submission on Jonathan’s part?  Is this not what it takes to be a real brother?  Could you be submissive like this to someone you know is taking your place?

THE COVENTAL COMMITMENT
Lesson 3
Introduction:
We have been tracking the life of Jonathan, the son of King Saul of Israel.  In lesson two we saw the establishment of a covenant between himself and David.  This covenant was a deep commitment between the two men.  Let’s look at the characteristics of this commitment that made up their brotherhood.

1.
David and Jonathan came from different backgrounds, one of royal blood and the other of peasantry.  What did they have in common? (1 Sam. 14:6; 17:26)

2.
Who really initiated their friendship?  What was the motivation? (1 Sam.18:3)

3.
What did Jonathan give up to begin this friendship?  Does beginning a friendship cost something? (1 Sam. 18:4)

4.
Did Jonathan’s father, King Saul, approve of David?  How do you think this affected Jonathan? (1 Sam. 18:9)

5.
Look at the following scriptures.  What do they tell you about the strength of this friendship?

a. 1 Samuel 19:1-5

b. 1 Sam. 20:4

c. 1 Sam. 20:32-34

d. 1 Sam. 20:42

6.
Do you have a friendship that exhibits any of these characteristics?

7.
Why do most men avoid an honest commitment to one another like this? 

THE DANGER OF LOSING A BROTHER
Lesson 4
Introduction:
Friendships are a valuable asset in our lives especially those which reach the level of true brotherhood.  Jonathan and David had such a relationship.  We have seen in the previous lessons how this brotherhood began and its impact on both men.  Now we conclude this series with a look at the affect of losing a brother.  We will see how it changed the course of David’s future.

1.
1 Samuel 23:15-18 describes the last meeting between Jonathan and David.  Describe what you see here.

2.
Jonathan is killed in battle (1 Sam. 31:2).  Do you know why? (1 Sam. 28:18)

3.
How does David react to his death? (2 Sam. 1:25-26)

4.
What kind of love is this?  Some suggest it was unnatural.  What do you think?

5.
From what we see in scriptures, David never had another close brother like Jonathan.  Why do you think this happened?

6.
What would have happened had David found another brother?  Do you think the episode with Bathsheba would have taken place? (2 Sam. 11)  What about the foolish census? (2 Sam. 24)

7.
Is there a brother in your life who would come to your aid in temptation or error?  What man needs you to be his brother, a fellow soldier to be your comrade in combat? (Galatians 6:1-5)

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM MY GROUP


DATE       


NAME






REQUEST

PRAYER REQUESTS FROM MY GROUP


DATE       


NAME






REQUEST

