Men's Group Lesson

A MAN AND HIS CHURCH

Lesson 1: What's our Mission?

INTRODUCTION

Promise Keepers *encourages a man to be "committed to support the mission of his church by honoring and praying for his pastor and by actively giving his time and resources."  What is the mission of your church? This lesson helps us focus on your church's mission and how we as men can support it.  

1.
Could you tell a non-attender what the mission and purpose of your church is?  

2.
Does your church need a purpose or mission?  Why? 

3.
What did Jesus say about the overall mission of the church? (Matt. 22:36-40; 28:19-20; Acts 1: 8)

4.
How has your church attempted to fulfill its mission?  **Don't look now.  (Acts 20:20)

5.
Discuss the roles you and other men can specifically fill to help your church in its mission.  (II Tim. 4:5)

6.
Are you actively involved in the strategy process?  How? 

7.
What do you think it will take to see your church grow and expand according to its mission statement?  
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Lesson 2: What does my pastor need?

INTRODUCTION

Promise Keepers *encourages a man to be "committed to support the mission of his church by honoring and praying for his pastor and by actively giving his time and resources."  Lets talk about how to support our pastor(s). 

1.
What do you think is the primary role or responsibility of your pastor?

2.
Look at Ephesians 4:11-12. What does this say about the pastor's role?  What does it say about the role of God's people? 

3.
In what ways has your pastor impacted your life?  How have you expressed this to him?

4.
It has been said that the greatest problems pastors face today are isolation, loneliness, and discouragement.  **What do you think and why?  What do you think are your pastor's greatest needs at this time?

5.
How would you personally help your pastor with these problems?

6.
It's often real easy to be critical of the pastor.  But what does the Bible teach us concerning those over us?  (I Tim. 5: 17-19; 2:1-2; I Pet. 5:5; I Thess. 5:12-13; Rom. 12:10)

7.
What other ways would you suggest that men could honor your pastor?

*Promise Keepers- a Christ-centered ministry dedicated to uniting men through vital relationships to become Godly influences in their world. P.O. Box 18376, Boulder, CO. 80308.

**Wes Roberts, "How to Serve Your Servant", New Man Magazine, J/F 1996, p72.

Men's Group Lesson

A MAN AND HIS CHURCH

Lesson 3: Called to a Commission

INTRODUCTION

Promise Keepers  *encourages a man to be "committed to support the mission of his church by honoring and praying for his pastor and by actively giving his time and resources."  In this lesson let’s talk about how men should be involved in the "greater commission" of the church. 

1.
In December 1995, 20 thousand US Army soldiers were commissioned to Bosnia for a year of special peacekeeping duties.  If the church is God's army, what is its commission? (Matt. 28:19-20)

2.
Is this commission for everyone or are there exemptions for some men?

3.
The focus of our commission is to "make disciples."  How do we do that? 

4.
Who are you currently or intending to disciple? 

5.
To make disciples of other men we first must be a disciple. What does it take to be a disciple of Christ?  (Luke 9:23-24; 14:26-27)

6.
Discuss this statement: "The badge of Christian discipleship is not a lapel pin, a cross around one's neck, a bumper sticker, or even membership in a church. It's a life-style – an identification with Jesus' words, life, and mission. It is a commitment not just to a cause and a creed, but also to a cross-bearing life-style that demands our very souls."  (H.B. London, "The Man God Seeks," Seven Promises of a Promise Keeper, p. 149.) 

7.
If every man discipled another man how long would it take to fulfill the Great Commission and the mission of New Hope? 
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Lesson 4: Stepping up the Commitment

INTRODUCTION

Promise Keepers *encourages a man to be "committed to support the mission of his church by honoring and praying for his pastor and by actively giving his time and resources." In this lesson, let's look at the vital steps of commitment for a man at New Hope.

1.
Look at this diagram.  Where would you say you are in the progression up the steps? 

2.
What is the ultimate goal according to this diagram? 

3.
Why is New Hope committed to building spiritual leaders? 

4.
What are the key roles for men in the leadership of the church?  (Titus 1: 5-9; 2:1-8; II Tim 2:2)

5.
According to the diagram what are the ways men and women can commit to growing spiritually?

6.
Why is it important that everyone find a place where they can minister?  (Eph. 4:12-16) 

7.
How is this group helping you to grow and what is your plan to take the next step? 
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Lesson 5: Your Church Needs You!!

INTRODUCTION

Promise Keepers *encourages a man to be "committed to support the mission of his church by honoring and praying for his pastor and by actively giving his time and resources." Let's look at where and how a man can give his time and resources. 

1.
Individually share what each thinks is the greatest need of the church.

2.
Now look at Romans 12:5-8.  Compare the list of seven spiritual gifts to each mans view of the church's greatest need.  Could this be a clue as to each man's motivational gift of serving the church?

3.
What have you found to be the most rewarding service to your church? 

4.
Look at Colossians 3:17, 23-24 and Romans 12:11.  What should your motivation be for serving your church? 

5.
What is God's plan for the financial funding of the church?  (Malachi 3:10; I Cor. 16:1-2; II Cor. 9:7-9)

6.
What could your church or the staff do better with greater financial support? 

7.
How would you encourage more giving?
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